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SUBJ: COUNCIL OP CHURCHES LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER 

1. ON MAY 25 MR YI KYONG-PAE (RHEE KYOUNG BAE), DIRECTOR, 

HUMAN RIGHTS CMTE, KOREAN NATIONAL COUNCIL OP CHURCHES (KNCC), 
DELIVERED TO EMBASSY A LETTER FROM KNCC SECRETARY GENERAL KIM 
KWAN SUK TO PRESIDENT CARTER, CONVEYING A COMPILATION OF 
DOCUMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND OVERALL POLITICAL SITUATION IN 
KOREA. 

2. GIST OP LETTER (ORIGINAL BEING CARRIED TO WASHINGTON BY 
MR GLEYSTEEN) IS THAT HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN KOREA IS PAR 
WORSE THAN PUBLIC REPORTING NOW INDICATES. LETTER WARNS ROKG 
REPRESSION "IS REACHING A DANGEROUS POINT," AND "WITHOUT 
IMPROVEMENT THERE IS BOUND TO BE A SEROUS SOCIAL CRISIS". 

LETTER VOICES DISAPPOINTMENT OVER US SUPPORT POR ROKG WITHOUT 
SUFPICIENT US CONCERN POR HUMAN RIGHTS IN ROK, ADDING 

USG "SHARES RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN KOREA". LETTER ALSO (A) CALLS ON USG TO 
"FREQUENTLY AND PORTHRIGHTLY" EXPRESS ITS VIEW ON 
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HUMAN RIGHTS; (B) ESPRESSES DEEP CONCERN THAT "INTER- 
NATIONAL ISOLATION" OP SOUTH KOREAN REGIME WILL REPEAT 
THE EXPERIENCE OP SOUTH VIETNAM; (C) CALLS ON US TO 
SHARE RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPROVING "ECONOMIC JUSTICE" 

AND PROTECTING WORKERS' RIGHTS; AND (D) URGES RETURN 
TO DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT IN ORDER TO AVOID "POLITICAL 
CHAOS". 
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3. ATTACHED DOCUMENTS INCLUDE LIST OE OVER 200 INDIVIDUALS 
WHOM KNCC CLASSIEIES AS POLITICAL PRIOSONERS, REPORT ON 
KNCC STATEMENTS CRITICIZING MAY 18 NATIONAL UNIFICATION 
COUNCIL ELECTION AND ON MAY 18 BALLOT BURNING BY DISSI- 
DENTS (INCLUDING MRS YUN PO-SON AND HAM SOK-HON), AND 
CHRONOLOGY OF OTHER RECENT DISSIDENT ACTIVITIES. 

4. LETTER IS MARKED CONFIDENTIAL, AND IN PRESENTING IT 

MR YI ASKED FOR ASSURANCES THAT US WOULD ALSO MAINTAIN 
ITS PRIVATE STATUS, WHILE STRESSING THAT KNCC ALSO PLANS TO 
KEEP IT CONFIDENTIAL. EMBASSY OEFICER AGREED THAT WE 
WOULD RESPECT THIS CONFIDENCE. 
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